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    Pastor Mike’s JULY 2025 TELL Column       

“In the Good Old Summertime” 

As the writing of my column for this month, we are now in the first heatwave of Summer. 

That is right we are going to have at least 5 days of 90 degree plus heat. As can 

happen, we are going from cool and wet weather to the old hot and humid. UGH 

However, now that it is Summer, one of the traditions at Trinity is our outdoor service on 

the lawn. Many people look forward to this worship opportunity. (For those who would 

prefer to stay indoors, a reminder we still have our Thursday services at 7 PM in the library.) 

 

One of the things I have noticed about our outdoor worship is that we tend to draw more 

visitors for this service than for our indoor worship. For whatever reason, our outdoor 

worship is a way to encourage visitors to come be a part of us. This is important for at least this  

reason. One statistic about people who visit churches is 86% say they come because someone 

invited them to come to the church. Thinking about that, what helps in creating a 

climate for visitors is members extending an invitation to family, friends, or people in the community. 

 

Do you know of someone who could use an invitation to come to Trinity? We are a 

friendly congregation, and there are people who would benefit from our congregation. 

Let’s give them an invite and see what happens. 

 

                Pastor Mike 
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COFFEE WITH CHRIST 

Donations 

Please consider using the QR code to make a donation to Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church.  
Your support aids our efforts to  share the love of Christ with others.  

Thank you! 

My name is  Eileen. My daughter Chloe  and I have been attending bible study on           
Wednesday evenings with Carley Furlow. I have to say I love the group! I am grateful to be a 
part and I am very happy I can bring my daughter with me. I enjoy reading the verses          
together, writing our own thoughts, conversing, and coloring. I appreciate the support for 
Chloe from Stephanie, Lisa, and Mary while I attend group. I also enjoy getting to know the 
members of the group. I hope you have a great night! Many blessings from my family to 
yours!   -Eileen 

Coffee with Christ has been growing.  We are thankful for all of the members who have 
been attending and all of the community members who have been joining us weekly. The 
relationships we have been building are incredible. This past month we have written cards 
for Special Olympic Athletes and we collected clothes for Vision Resources. We are     
growing almost every week not just with adult attendees but children. See what our at-
tendees are saying... 

Coming to Wednesday night is so comforting for me because I know I can be around people 
that won’t hurt me or judge me. I feel that because of Carley, my life is improving day by day!  

              -Ashley 

I come to bible study to meet new people and to help with my journey of growing my faith, 
also to support Carley as she is a close friend. I always like the reflection activities as it is a 
time to reflect and hear other people’s perspectives and experiences.-Maura 
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A NOTE FROM SYDNEY WEAVER 

SENATORS GAME 
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SYNOD UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting in assembly June 5-7, 2025, the Lower Susquehanna Synod took 
the following actions. 

➢ Welcomed Victoria Flood, Sr. Director for Congregation and Synod 

Support as churchwide representative, and received greetings from 

her. 

➢ Adopted rules of procedure for the election of a bishop as 

recommended by the Synod Council. 

➢ Adopted the agenda and rules of procedure as recommended by the 

Synod Council. 

➢ Recognized 50 Years of ELCA World Hunger and Bishop James and 

Connie Dunlop’s generous support through “Kick It to Hunger”; and 

received a presentation from LSS World Hunger Committee. 

➢ Elected Cynthia B. Kelbaugh as synod secretary for a first term, and 

re-elected Joseph M. Stepansky as synod treasurer for a third term. 

➢ Established slates of nominees for the Synod Council and Committee 

on Discipline. 

➢ Discerned the call of a bishop through opportunities in small and large 

group settings with questions and answers and open dialogue. 

➢ Dedicated a memorial commemorating victims of abuse with the 

artwork installed in the synod office. 

➢ Adopted the Fiscal Year 2026-27 budget of $2,413,454.01. 

➢ Adopted the 2026 minimum salary guidelines for Ministers of Word 

and Sacrament and Ministers of Word and Service. 

➢ Amended bylaw S9.08.01. related to elections with restricted ballots. 

➢ Elected to the Synod Council: The Rev. Dr. Karen J. Durbin, the Rev. 

Angela F.S. Hammer, Andrea Lindgren Oslikova, Evan P. Williams, 

Elizabeth “Beth” A. Ford, Rachel Norris, and Koen Thomas. 

➢ Elected to the Committee on Discipline: The Rev. James S. Dunlop, 

Deacon Marsha L. Roscoe, Lucinda L. Bringman, and Mark 

Jorgensen. 

➢ Adopted resolutions regarding the reporting of ministry site positions 

in the synod, and regarding boundary, racial justice, and LGBTQIA+ 

cultural competency trainings. 

➢ Adopted a memorial regarding boundary, racial justice, and 

LGBTQIA+ cultural competency trainings. 

➢ Called the Rev. Stephen R. Herr as bishop of the Lower  

Susquehanna 

Synod to serve a six-year term. 

➢ Received courtesy motions from the Committee of Reference and 

Counsel. 

➢ Recognized the Rev. James S. Dunlop for his 12 years of service as 

bishop, his retirement effective August 31, 2025, and his 20th 

anniversary of ordained ministry; and recognized Connie Dunlop for 

her ministry in support of her spouse, James. 

➢ Installed newly elected synod secretary, members of the Synod 

Council; conference deans: The Rev. Andrew E. Berdahl, York 

Conference; The Rev. Nancy K. Brody, Upper Dauphin Conference; 

The Rev. Douglas L. DeStephano, South York Conference; The Rev. 

Christopher A. Frye, Chambersburg Conference; The Rev. Jason P. 

Northridge, North York Conference; The Rev. Elizabeth C. Polanzke, 

Lebanon Conference; The Rev. Christopher J. Suehr, Gettysburg 

Conference; and The Rev. Kathryn M. Vitalis Hoffman, Hanover 

Conference; and conference secretaries: The Rev. Deborah A. 

Mahady, South York Conference; and The Rev. Vanessa L. Storlie, 

York Conference. 

➢ Order of the sending of the voting members of the 2025 Church-
wide 

Assembly: Bishop James S. Dunlop, Vice President Jennifer R. Lau, 

Rebecca A. Brewster, the Rev. Carla Christopher, Zachary M. Fetter, 

the Rev. Molly K. Haggerty, the Rev. Stephen R. Herr (bishop-elect), 

Kay A. Hinkle, R. Jack Hinkle, Moses Kavishe, Nicholas G. 

Keilholtz, Jade Lesisko, the Rev. Drahomir Oslik, Andrea L. 

Oslikova, Deacon April E. Trout, Randall D. Tyson, and Molly A. 

Wirick. 

➢ Received worship offering of $8,022.27 in support of ELCA World 

Hunger. 

➢ Registered: 517 voting members, of which 313 were lay voting 

members and 204 were rostered ministers. 

Gratitude is due to everyone who gathered for the assembly, and to 

the many people who helped make the assembly happen. Stay tuned 

for dates and location for the 2026 Synod Assembly. 
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Hazel Brown 
Dr Hazel J (Brobst) Brown, 95, of Camp Hill, 
passed away on Friday, June 13, 2025, at Coun-
try Meadows Retirement Community-
Mechanicsburg with her daughter at her bed-
side. 
Hazel was born November 16, 1929, in Sunbury, 
PA a daughter of the late Clarence Edwin and 
Grace (Ketler) Brobst. She was married for 67 
years to Robert F. Brown who preceded her in 
death on July 7, 2017. Hazel was a 1947 graduate 
of Sunbury High School, received her Bachelor 
of Arts degree from Susquehanna University in 1951, her Master of 
Arts degree from Bucknell University in 1958, and her Doctor of 
Education degree from the Pennsylvania State University (School 
Psychology) in 1975. She was granted an honorary Doctor of Laws 
degree from Susquehanna University in 2003. 
Hazel retired from the Harrisburg Area Community College 
(HACC) in 1998 as a Professor Emerita of Psychology after having 
served in various academic positions there since 1971. She served 
as teacher, counselor, director of guidance, and school psycholo-
gist with the West Shore School District from 1955 to 1971. She 
was an advisor to the West Shore High School class of 1959 with 
whom she continued regular contact over the years. Hazel was also 
a licensed psychologist maintaining an active private practice well 
into her 90s. 
Hazel received a number of honors during her career including the 
Susquehanna University Alumni Service Award and the Shirley P. 
Freedman Community Service Award. She was a board member of 
the Children's Dyslexia Center, and a member of the Pennsylvania 
Psychological Association, the VFW Auxiliary, and the West Shore 
Country Club. 
In addition to her parents and husband, Hazel was preceded in 
death by two sisters, Margaret B. Korper of Rochester, NY and Ra-
chel E. Einsig of Mechanicsburg, PA. 
Hazel is survived by her daughter Joyce A. Brown of Mechan-
icsburg, PA and several nieces, nephews and cousins. 
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July 2025  

 

 

     

 

1 

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

 

 

 1 2 

6:00pm 

Coffee and 

Christ 

3 

7:00pm  

Thursday  

Worship 

4 5 

6 

 

9:30am Worship  

10:30am Christian  

Formation 

7 8 9 

6:00pm 

Coffee and 

Christ 

10 

7:00pm 

Thursday  

Worship 

11 12 

13 

 

9:30am Worship  

10:30 Christian  

Formation 

14 15 

7 pm 

Congregational 

Council  

16 

4:00pm 

Trinity’s  

Table 

 

6:00pm 

Coffee and 

Christ 

17 

7:00pm  

Thursday  

Worship 

18 19 

9:00am  

CCU Breakfast 

20 

 

9:30am Worship  

10:30am Christian  

Formation 

21 

 

6:00pm 

VBS 

22 

 

6:00pm 

VBS 

23 

6:00pm 

Coffee and 

Christ 

6:00pm 

VBS 

24 

6:00pm 

VBS 

7:00pm 

Thursday  

Worship 

25 26 

27 

 

9:30am Worship  

10:3am Christian  

Formation 

28 29 30 

6:00pm 

Coffee and 

Christ 

31 

7:00pm  

Thursday  

Worship 

  


